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TRAIN OF THOUGHT

1. THE BASIC QUESTION – WHAT ARE ECONOMIES?

2. THE WIDER CONTEXT – TODAY‘S ECONOMY

3. THE BIG ASK TODAY – PURPOSE OF POLICY MAKING

4. THE THEORY OF PRACTICE – PARADIGM POWER
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WHAT ARE ECONOMIES?
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What do we mean by “economies“
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Ontology: Complex Living System
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Ontology: Complex Living System
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Epistemology: surplus being, unknown unknowns
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Deep layer of system innovations



ECONOMY TODAY
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“Success”

“Return on Investment”

“Progress” “Development”

“Economic Success” “Quarterly Reporting”

* Google Image Search

Iconography of economic mindset today



Context in wich this mindset makes history
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Iconography of the development dynamic
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Source:. Steffen et.al. 2015, The Anthropocene Review



Welcome to the Anthropocene
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Empty World – Full World: A New Reality 
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Scarcity – Saturation: Iconography New Reality

• Easterlin Paradox: Income and Happiness Decouple 

• More important: health, income security, relative rank in society, social relations, 
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Old System Trajectory in New Reality

„YES, THE PLANET GOT DESTROYED. BUT FOR A BEAUTIFUL MOMENT 
WE CREATED A LOT OF SHAREHOLDER VALUE.“



PURPOSE OF POLICY MAKING
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THE BIG ASK



Solidarity to protect lives today

Solidarity to protect fair living tomorrow

Solidarity to protect living conditions the day after tomorrow
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THE BIG ASK TODAY – 3-FOLD SOLIDARITY



No more - tracking wealth as exchange value...
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... because the use value of money or data is nill
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Comparative extrinsic value orientation reduces quality of life and increases anxiety and depression 

Cost-benefit lens reduces social-environmental responsibility and creative performance

Less consuming, comparing and ranking lifestyles



Shed means that became unqualified goals
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Maximizing...

competitivenessproductivity

innovation

profits output

growth



2013 Proposal for New Development Paradigm
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PARADIGM POWER
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Paradigms as anchor for Radical Incrementalism

The Great Mindshift 2016, www.greatmindshift.org



System Innovations through Paradigm Shifts

The Big Ask – New Purpose: How can we achieve high levels of

wellbeing for 10 billion people @ low enough ecological footprints?

Paradigm Shift: New Architecture of Awareness with multidimensional 

indicators of progress (deep layer) & all means as options!

Rules: Innovate key system structures and key performance indicators

to serve this purpose (mid layer rule and incentives)

Solutions: Persistently drive socio-technological innovations towards

new purpose, adjusting to system changes (surface layer feedbacks)

Capacity: Which actor coalitions for spread of new rules and solutions

and how to use shocks strategically, like the next financial crisis?
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